In an effort to improve communications on golf course related topics I created a website, flccturfcare.com.  If your email is up to date in the club’s list, then you likely received an email announcing this fact.  I have received a number of positive comments about the site and hope that all of you will use it as your source of information about the course.  I update the home page weekly with information that I think you will find interesting if not useful.  The “Contact Us” page makes it easy for you to offer feedback or ask questions so please do so as this only improves the effectiveness of the site.  

The heat and humidity that spiked in early June and is still with us as I write this update has caused the course to look and play differently.  One of the side effects of this weather is a reduction in green speed.  Some have made the assumption that we must not be mowing greens as often or that we are mowing them at a higher height in an effort to keep them alive in the heat.  Believe it or not we have only skipped mowing greens one day (the morning after the violent storm of June 4) since the last frost and we are actually mowing the greens at a lower height of cut (.115”) now than we were at the beginning of the season.  It seems impossible for those two facts to correlate to slower green speed, but there is much more to speed than mowing frequency and mowing height.  Fertility levels, humidity, soil temperature, and soil moisture affect the texture of the leaf blades that in turn affects the speed.  When soil temperatures get to a certain level it is possible to have a tremendous flush of growth even when you are on a “lean” fertility program such as the one we practice.  During these times the greens are growing extremely fast and may putt faster in the morning than they do in the afternoon.  I sometimes hear comments in the morning about how fast the greens are and then hear comments later the same day about how slow they are.  When the initial flush of growth subsides (hopefully by the time you read this) the speeds should become more consistent from morning to evening and will hopefully be at a pace that pleases the majority.  

